
Understanding the Kingsbury Curriculum, Pathways and
Assessment
At Kingsbury, every child is unique, and so is their learning journey. Our
curriculum has been carefully designed to ensure that all children
experience learning that is engaging, purposeful and personalised to
their needs, while developing the skills they need for life both now and in
the future. Our curriculum is delivered through four pathways: Pre-Formal,
Informal, Semi-Formal and Formal, allowing us to provide the right level of
challenge and support for every learner.
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Pre-Formal Pathway
Our Pre-Formal pathway is designed for pupils with the most complex

learning, physical and medical needs. Learning focuses on
communication, interaction, engagement, sensory exploration and

developing an awareness of the world around them.
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Informal Pathway
The Informal Pathway supports children with complex autism who
learn best through sensory experiences, exploration and practical

learning opportunities. Communication, emotional regulation,
independence and social interaction are at the heart of learning, with

staff carefully building on each child's strengths, interests and
motivations to maximise engagement, understanding and progress.



Formal Pathway 
The Formal Pathway supports pupils who are ready to access more

structured, subject-specific learning. These children are able to
engage in adult-led teaching sessions for longer periods and benefit
from a more formal approach to the curriculum. They are developing

the skills needed to access learning across a range of subjects and
may be working towards Pre-Key Stage Standards and beyond

Semi-Formal Pathway
The Semi-Formal pathway introduces more structured learning while

maintaining a highly practical and engaging approach. Pupils
develop skills across communication, literacy, numeracy,

independence and personal development through meaningful, real-
life experiences.

What Does Learning Look Like at
Kingsbury?

Regardless of their pathway, all children
experience lively, hands-on and exciting

learning opportunities.
We place a strong emphasis on:

Communication
Cognition

Independence
Life skills

Play and exploration
Creativity

Preparation for next steps

However, learning doesn't stop when a lesson
ends.

Children are given opportunities to practise,
embed and generalise new skills in a wide

range of environments. This might be during
community visits, Forest School sessions,
outdoor learning, lunchtime activities,

classroom routines, sensory play or social
experiences with friends.

At Kingsbury, we believe that every moment is
an opportunity to learn. Our aim is not simply

for children to demonstrate a skill in one
lesson, but to use that skill confidently in
different situations and environments.



How Do We Know Your Child Is Learning?
We understand that progress can look very different for every child. Sometimes the most

important achievements are the smallest steps.
To capture this, we use a range of assessment methods:

Working in Partnership with Parents

Parents and carers play a vital role in their child's education.
Your views and aspirations help shape your child's learning targets, and

we gather your input through:
Parents' Evenings

Parent surveys
Annual Review meetings

Ongoing conversations with class teams
By working together, we ensure that learning remains meaningful,

relevant and focused on what matters most for your child and your
family.

At Kingsbury, we are proud of every step our pupils take and we look
forward to sharing their learning journey with you throughout the year.



How is the curriculum organised?
In the Informal, Semi-Formal and Formal pathways, learning is organised through
exciting half-termly topics. Children develop skills and knowledge from a range of
curriculum areas through practical experiences, sensory learning, exploration,
play and real-life opportunities rather than separate subject lessons.
Alongside topic learning, all pupils access dedicated curricula for Pathway to
Independence, Art, Music, Forest School and PSHE. Although the curriculum may
look extensive, learning is always adapted to each child's stage of development,
ensuring it is meaningful, engaging and achievable.

Our Pre-Formal pathway follows a separate curriculum, based on the Equals
Curriculum, which is specifically designed for pupils with profound and complex
learning needs. This curriculum focuses on communication, cognition, creativity,
sensory engagement, physical development and developing an understanding of
themselves and the world around them.



How Can I Support My Child's Learning at Home?

Learning happens everywhere, not just in school. Everyday activities such
as reading together, talking about experiences, helping with simple jobs
at home, visiting new places and encouraging independence all help
children develop important skills.

Each half term, we share topic overviews so that families can see what
their child is learning and make links between home and school where
appropriate.

Tapestry helps us work together by sharing learning and achievements
from both school and home. Families can upload photos, videos and
comments, helping us build a fuller picture of each child's development
and celebrate progress wherever it happens.

How Our School is Organised

To support children at different stages of their development, Kingsbury is
organised into four phases: A, B, C and D. These phases are loosely linked
to traditional key stages and help us ensure that learning, expectations
and opportunities are appropriate for pupils' ages and stages of
development.

Each phase is led by a member of our Middle Leadership Team who work
closely with teachers, therapists and support staff to ensure pupils receive a
high-quality, consistent educational experience. This structure helps us
provide strong support, smooth transitions and a clear learning journey
throughout a child's time at Kingsbury.
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Ultimately, our vision is simple: that every child
leaves Kingsbury as the happiest, most confident

and most independent version of themselves,
ready for the next stage of their life and learning.
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